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distant past accounts in some measure for 
the enthusiasm aroused by the Egyptian 
collection, especially by the tomb of Per- 
neb, which has never failed to fascinate. 

To one who has seen the soldiers before 
and after their months in France, a notice- 
able change in their attitude toward mu- 
seums is frequently apparent. Mere cur- 
iosity or a somewhat academic interest no 
longer prompts their visits, but an awaken- 
ing to ideas of beauty, a new sense of the 
significance of our collections in this coun- 
try, in viewing which they now have a basis 
of comparison. Some of the soldiers are 
still marveling at the fact that every 
French village has a really beautiful church 
as fine as those we have in our cities! 
Coming fresh from such a background, the 
men have generally evinced a new interest 
in such things as the model of the Cathe- 
dral of Notre Dame at Paris and the Euro- 
pean decorative arts. Such a painting as 
Memling's Betrothal of Saint Catherine 
in our Museum has recalled the Last Judg- 
ment in Beaune attributed to Roger van 
der Weyden, to see which the men stood in 
line and paid twenty-five cents apiece. To 
all, their training in arms has become 
an open sesame to an appreciation of 
the Museum halls of armor, which have 
contributed so largely toward the pro- 
duction of the best modern equipment. 
The cannon from the valley of the Meuse, 
the armorer's shop from Abbeville, and 
most of all the helmet of Joan of Arc have 
also had a vital interest from their associa- 
tions. 

The keenest enjoyment, the most lasting 
impression of beauty, the truest apprecia- 
tion may never be conveyed by outward 
sign; the deepest emotions are often in- 
articulate. But when four or five active 
young men remained for three or four hours 
with no flagging of interest or evidence of 
weariness, though every opportunity was 
afforded for a graceful leave-taking, as 
happened not once or twice but many 
times; when a group of sailors became so 
absorbed that they missed a part of a base- 
ball game which they were planning to 
attend; when two sailors, having a leave 
of only fifteen days, gave four of those 
cherished days to the Museum; when a 



young Southern officer spent all his spare 
time in the Museum, carried away all 
the handbooks, and read diligently between 
visits; when the report was sent back to 
the Metropolitan Museum that a group of 
soldiers who had seen this Museum spent 
the time between trains in Milwaukee in 
visiting the Art Institute there, we must 
conclude that the wartime experience of 
museum visiting has proved a real pleasure 
which will remain at least a happy memory, 
and will be repeated in days of peace 
whenever and wherever opportunity per- 
mits. May not this awakened interest 
mean much not only to the men themselves 
but as well to the museums of America? 

W. E. H. 

NEW MATERIAL IN THE 
LENDING DEPARTMENT 

MANY soldiers, sailors, nurses, war 
workers of various types, and relatives 
who have come to New York to bid them 
farewell or to greet them on their return 
are going back to their homes in widely 
separated sections of our country with a 
new interest in art and in art museums. 
Some have visited the Metropolitan Mu- 
seum of Art during hours of waiting; others 
have come here, after having visited the 
Louvre and other foreign museums, to see 
how the art treasures in an American mu- 
seum compare with those in foreign countries. 
This spirit of comparison, this appreciation 
and interest are bound to go with them to 
their homes. Smaller museums and art 
collections near home will draw their at- 
tention as never before, and they will wish 
that they might see again and that their 
friends might see the galleries of this larg- 
est American art museum. 

To bring to them and to others who can- 
not come here some idea of what the Mu- 
seum contains seems, therefore, a service 
for which the times especially call. 
Hitherto the lending collections of the 
Museum have been limited necessarily 
to New York and the eastern states because 
of the time required for transportation 
beyond the Mississippi River. This is 
still the case in great measure. There will, 
however, be ready this fall one hundred 
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and fifty lantern slides which have been 
prepared for lending beyond these limits. 
These slides will include fifty of paintings, 
fifty of the objects distinguished in the 
Guide to the Collections of the Museum 
as important by double or single stars, 
and fifty of other objects which have been 
carefully selected as representative of 
various kinds, types, and periods of art. 
Terms and conditions governing the loan 
of these slides will be determined as the 
case demands. A list of them from which 
selection may be made will be available 
by the first of October. They are not for 
sale, but may be rented or borrowed by 
western museums and other institutions. 

To individuals, schools, museums, etc., 
not so far distant, the Museum offers again 
its thousands of lantern slides and its 
photograph and post card collections en- 
larged by valuable additions. Included 
among the latter are the color copies and 
the sets of post cards which were prepared 
for use in the General Hospitals of the 
United States Army and are described 
in Miss Abbot's article in this Bulletin. 

For those sufficiently near New York 
there will also be available early in the 
fall a collection of between fifty and sixty- 
five electrotype reproductions of classical 
coins. These, it is believed, may be of 
especial help to teachers. 

Through its augmented lending collec- 
tions, which are constantly increasing 
in size and value, the Museum hopes to be 
of still more use to the country at large 
and especially to smaller museums. As 
a matter of courtesy and cooperation no 
charge is made for the use of the slides 
by other museums when the request comes 
from an official of the museum and the 
lecture, given in or by that museum, is free 
to the public. B. D. D. 

THE USE OF MUSEUM MATE- 
RIAL IN HOSPITALS 

AMONG the efforts of the past year 
which are still not fully tested is the at- 
tempt on the part of the Museum to partic- 
ipate in the recreational work carried on in 
the Government hospitals for soldiers and 
sailors. As soon as the men were assem- 



bled in the hospitals of this country, there 
was reported a lack of the commonest read- 
ing or illustrative matter. Such material 
was required both for its purely recreational 
use and for its value in occupational work. 
This was a need which the Museum could 
meet to some degree through its lending 
department. Consequently a collection 
was prepared for use in the military hos- 
pitals in which educational departments 
had been organized. It may be of in- 
terest to enumerate the different kinds 
of material and to explain briefly how it 
might be used. 

I. Reading and Illustrative Material for 
Recreational Use 
i. Museum Bulletins 

Selected copies, special supple- 
ments, etc.; complete file of The 
Children's Bulletin stories by 
Winifred E. Howe. 

2. "Magic Pictures of the Long Ago" 

by Anna C. Chandler, illustrated 
by objects in the Museum. 

3. Post Cards 

Ten sets of ten each. Several 
special topics were illustrated, as 
architecture or ornament, but the 
majority illustrated travel and his- 
tory in countries or cities which 
have become generally familiar as 
a result of the war. On account 
of its small size and lightness, this 
material is well suited to patients 
confined to their beds. 

4. Museum Reproductions as Picture 

Puzzles 

(a) Popular pictures as The Horse 
Fair, Joan of Arc, Rubens' Wolf 
and Fox Hunt. 

(b) Museum interiors — views of 
period rooms or Morgan galleries. 

(c) Decorative arts — examples 
fine in design or technique, as 
metalwork, woodcarving, textiles. 

The picture puzzles were intended in 
the first instance to awaken interest in the 
Museum and its collections. Photographs 
of objects of decorative art were included 
with the expectation that some of the men 
might be craftsmen, and that the quality 
of the object as art might be impressed 
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